
     During the third quarter of 2019, the number of residential units 
permitted in the Baltimore region decreased by 20.6 percent compared 
to the same period in 2018.  There was a total of 1,771 new residential 
units permitted in this three-month period.   
   
 Single-family units permitted in the Baltimore region were down 

9.7 percent from the third quarter of 2018.   In this category, builders took out permits 
for a total of 1,134 units.  Anne Arundel County led the region with 472 single-family 
units permitted, followed by Baltimore County with  193 units and Harford County with 
179 units.  A total of 637 multi-family units were permitted in the third quarter of 2019, 
down 34.7 percent compared 
with the third quarter of 2018.  
Baltimore County led the 
region with 437 units, 
followed by Baltimore City 
and Anne Arundel County 
having issued 187 units and 
13 units, respectively. Year-to
-date, permitted multi-family 
units were down 50.9 percent 
from 2018.   
  
 During Third Quarter of 
2019, no mixed-use permits 
were issued.  Year-to-Date, a 
total of 176 mixed-use units 
were permitted.   The YTD 
total is  86.6 percent less 
than the 2018 mixed-use 
total of 1,309.      
      
 Compared to the average third quarter rate over the past five years (2014 to 
2018), total residential unit permitting in the third quarter of 2019 was down 20.7 
percent for the Baltimore region. Permitted single-family residential units were 2.2 
percent below the five-year average.  Permitted multi-family units in 2019 were 40.7 
percent below the average third quarter rate for the same five-year period.  Year-to-
date, total units permitted were down 18.6 percent in 2019 (single-family up 3.5 
percent and multi-family down 46.8 percent) from the YTD five-year average. 
 
 At the national level, single-family permits in September 2019 were issued at an 
annual rate of 882,000.  This was 0.8 percent above the August rate and 2.8 percent 
above the September 2018 rate of 858,000.  Permits for buildings with 5 units or more 
were issued at an annual rate of 470,000 units in September.  This figure was 7.5 
percent below the August 2019 rate and 20.8 percent above the September 2018 rate 
of 389,000. Overall, permits for privately owned housing units were issued at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1,387,000 for September 2019.  In September 2019, 
all privately-owned housing units authorized was 2.7 percent below the August 2019 
rate and 7.7 percent above the  September 2018 rate.1 
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 According to RealEstate Business Intelligence, a real estate data and analytics 
service covering the greater Baltimore and Washington, DC markets, home sales in the 
Baltimore region registered a total of 3,172 units sold in September.  The September 
2019 total was 18.1 percent less than the September 2018 total of 3,872  and 15.7 
percent below the number of units sold in August 2019.2,3,4 

 
 The value of residential remodeling 
activity (AARs) in the Baltimore region 
decreased by 16.7 percent to $101.4 million 
in the third quarter of 2019, as compared to 
the same time period during 2018.  Anne 
Arundel County led the region in this 
category with $29.6 million worth of 
residential remodeling permitted. Baltimore 
County and Baltimore City followed having 
issued $28.6 million and $18.2 million in 
permitted value, respectively.   
 
 The value of new non-residential 
construction was $189.6 million, a figure 
that was down 24.1 percent compared to 
the third quarter of 2018. Baltimore City accounted for 35.9 percent of the region’s 
activity in this category with a total permitted value of $68.0 million.  New non-
residential construction permits issued in Anne Arundel County and Baltimore County 
round off the top three having issued permits with cumulative values of $53.0 million 
and $35.8 million, respectively.   
 
 Among the most significant new non-residential projects permitted for the third 
quarter were: a new $54.0 million multi-use building at the University of Maryland 
Medical Campus located in the Metro Center of Baltimore City; an electric pump 
building at the Maryland City area Pumping Station located in Anne Arundel County for 
$22.2 million; and the foundation for a new Maryland Food Distribution Center was 
permitted in the Laurel area of Howard County for $12.3 million.  The following is a list 
of the most significant new non-residential projects permitted in the region in the third 
quarter of 2019: 

 
Source: Baltimore Metropolitan Council Building Permit Data System 
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Exhibit 2 

Source: Baltimore Metropolitan Council Building Permit Data System 

Table A. Region’s Most Significant New Non-Residential Projects—Third Quarter 2019 

Third Quarter of 2019  
Value of New  Non-Residential Construction 

Third Quarter  of 2019 Value of New Non-Residential Construction is $189.6 Million 
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       The value of non-residential 
additions, alterations, and repairs 
(AARs) in the region for the 2019 
third quarter totaled $586.1 
million, up 56.9 percent from the 
third quarter value in 2018.   
  
      Baltimore County permitted a 
project with the highest cost 
estimate in this category having 
authorized the $135.0 million 
104-unit expansion to the Charles 
Care Center located in the 
Catonsville area. The second 
highest cost estimate was $50.6 
million for the fit-out of multiple    
spaces in a commercial building 
was permitted in the Metro 
Center area of Baltimore City.  
The third highest cost estimate 
was $50.0 million for renovations 
to an industrial building located in 
the Jessup/Severn area of Anne 
Arundel County.  The following is 
a list of the most significant     
non-residential AAR projects 
permitted in the region in the third 
quarter 2019:   
 
 
 

Source: Baltimore Metropolitan Council Building Permit Data System 
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Table B.  Region’s Most Significant Non-Residential AAR Projects—Third Quarter 2019 

  
  

Share of Permitted Value of Non-Residential AARs, Third Quarter of 2019 

Source: Baltimore Metropolitan Council Building Permit Data System 

Exhibit 3 

Exhibit 4 
Value of Permitted Non-Residential AARs, Third Quarter of 2019 

Notes: 
  -Value in $1,000    -AAR: Additions, Alterations, and Repairs 
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Appendix 

Source: Baltimore Metropolitan Council Building Permit Data System 

Table 1c. Mixed-Use Construction Activity—September 2019 

Table 1b. Non-Residential Construction Activity—September 2019 

Table 1a. Residential Construction Activity—September 2019 
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